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Whereas chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease (referred to in this preamble as 
‘‘COPD’’), also known as chronic bronchitis 
and emphysema, is the third leading cause of 
death in the United States and is the only 1 
of the top 5 causes of death with a rising 
prevalence and death rate; 

Whereas COPD is a chronic and progressive 
disease that affects over 24,000,000 people in 
the United States, 1⁄2 of whom have not been 
properly diagnosed; 

Whereas COPD claims the lives of more 
than 120,000 people of the United States each 
year, with a person dying every 4 minutes 
from COPD; 

Whereas COPD is considered to be the sec-
ond leading cause of disability in the United 
States; 

Whereas in 2011 COPD cost the United 
States approximately $49,900,000,000 per year; 

Whereas the major risk factor for COPD is 
smoking and other risk factors include expo-
sure to air pollution, industrial irritants, 
and burned biomass fuels; 

Whereas COPD can also result from genetic 
conditions, such as alpha-1 antitrypsin defi-
ciency; 

Whereas many patients suffering with 
COPD are not diagnosed until they have 
reached an advanced stage of COPD; 

Whereas a diagnostic test for COPD, 
known as spirometry, is available for office 
use, allowing early diagnosis of COPD; 

Whereas the National Institutes of Health, 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
and the Department of Veterans Affairs play 
a critical role in advancing the prevention, 
diagnosis, treatment, and ultimately a cure 
for COPD; 

Whereas primary care physicians are in a 
key position to provide optimal care to pa-
tients with COPD and need to be trained to 
diagnose and treat the disease; 

Whereas individuals with COPD who are 
able to receive education from allied health 
professionals, such as respiratory therapists, 
have better health outcomes; 

Whereas appropriately treating COPD with 
medication and health management can re-
duce hospital readmissions and costly exac-
erbations; and 

Whereas increased public awareness, 
screening, early detection, and treatment of 
COPD are crucial in the prevention or slow-
ing the progression of lung disease and can 
lead to reduced costs and better quality of 
life: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates November 2011 as ‘‘COPD 

Awareness Month’’; 
(2) encourages all people of the United 

States to become more informed about 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (re-
ferred to in this resolution as ‘‘COPD’’) and 
get screened if they are at risk; and 

(3) encourages further partnership between 
the Federal government and private entities 
to enhance patient education about COPD. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 945. Mr. WICKER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill H.R. 2354, making appropriations for en-
ergy and water development and related 
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2012, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 946. Mr. KERRY submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill H.R. 2354, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 947. Mr. MCCAIN (for himself and Mr. 
COBURN) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed by him to the bill H.R. 2354, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 948. Mr. COATS submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 

bill H.R. 2354, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 949. Mr. COATS submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill H.R. 2354, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 
SA 945. Mr. WICKER submitted an 

amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 2354, making ap-
propriations for energy and water de-
velopment and related agencies for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2012, 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of title I of division A, add the 
following: 

SEC. 1ll. None of the funds made avail-
able by this Act may be used by the Corps of 
Engineers to implement or enforce section 
327.13(a) of title 36, Code of Federal Regula-
tions (or successor regulation). 

SA 946. Mr. KERRY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 2354, making ap-
propriations for energy and water de-
velopment and related agencies for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2012, 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 480, between lines 15 and 16, insert 
the following: 

VIETNAM EDUCATION FOUNDATION 
SEC. 70l. (a) GRANTS AUTHORIZED.—The 

Secretary of State may award 1 or more 
grants, using a transparent and competitive 
selection process, to institutions of higher 
education (as defined in section 101(a) of the 
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
1001(a))) and not-for-profit organizations in 
the United States engaged in promoting in-
stitutional innovation in Vietnamese higher 
education: Provided, That grant funds award-
ed under this subsection shall be used to sup-
port the establishment of 1 or more inde-
pendent, not-for-profit academic institutions 
in Vietnam that meets standards comparable 
to those required for accreditation under sec-
tion 101(a)(5) of the Higher Education Act of 
1965, with graduate level programs in public 
policy, management, and related fields, that 
support the equitable and sustainable socio-
economic development of Vietnam, feature 
teaching and research components, promote 
the development of institutional capacity 
and innovation in Vietnam, operate accord-
ing to core principles of good governance, 
and are autonomous: Provided further, That 
each institution of higher education and not- 
for-profit organization desiring a grant 
under this subsection shall submit an appli-
cation to the Secretary of State at such 
time, in such manner, and accompanied by 
such information as the Secretary may rea-
sonably require: Provided further, That the 
Secretary of State may use amounts from 
the Vietnam Debt Repayment Fund made 
available under section 207(c) of the Vietnam 
Education Foundation Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 
2452 note) for grants authorized under this 
subsection: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary of State shall submit an annual re-
port to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees that summarizes the activities car-
ried out under this subsection during the 
most recent fiscal year. 

(b) TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS AND ASSETS.— 
All functions and assets of the Vietnam Edu-
cation Foundation, as of the day before the 
date of the enactment of this Act, are trans-
ferred to the Bureau of Educational and Cul-
tural Affairs of the Department of State. 

(c) USE OF FUNDS.—In addition to the pur-
pose set forth in paragraph (2) of section 

207(c) of the Vietnam Education Foundation 
Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 2452 note), during each 
of the fiscal years 2012 through 2018, the 
amounts deposited into the Vietnam Debt 
Repayment Fund pursuant to paragraph (1) 
of such section shall be made available by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, upon the re-
quest of the Secretary of State, to— 

(1) institutions of higher education (as de-
fined in section 101(a) of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001(a))), se-
lected by the Secretary of State through a 
transparent and competitive process, for the 
purpose of supporting the establishment of 1 
or more independent, not-for-profit academic 
institutions in Vietnam that meets stand-
ards comparable to those required for accred-
itation under section 101(a)(5) of the Higher 
Education Act of 1965, with graduate level 
programs in public policy, management, and 
related fields; and 

(2) not-for-profit organizations in the 
United States, selected by the Secretary of 
State through a transparent and competitive 
process, for the purpose of supporting the es-
tablishment of a new, independent Viet-
namese academic institution that meets 
standards comparable to those required for 
accreditation under section 101(a)(5) of the 
Higher Education Act of 1965. 

SA 947. Mr. MCCAIN (for himself and 
Mr. COBURN) submitted an amendment 
intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill H.R. 2354, making appropriations 
for energy and water development and 
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2012, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

In title III, at the end of the sections under 
the heading ‘‘GENERAL PROVISIONS—DE-
PARTMENT OF ENERGY’’, add the fol-
lowing: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used by the Secretary of 
Energy to provide the cost of loan guaran-
tees that, in any circumstances at the time 
of, or subsequent to, the issuance of a loan 
guarantee, make the Secretary subordinate 
to other financing. 

SA 948. Mr. COATS submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 2354, making ap-
propriations for energy and water de-
velopment and related agencies for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2012, 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

In title III, at the end of the sections under 
the heading ‘‘GENERAL PROVISIONS—DE-
PARTMENT OF ENERGY’’, add the fol-
lowing: 

SEC. lll. (a) None of the funds made 
available by this Act to carry out the Ad-
vanced Technology Vehicles Manufacturing 
Loan Program established under section 136 
of the Energy Independence and Security Act 
of 2007 (42 U.S.C. 17013) may be used by the 
Secretary to approve any loan for the design, 
manufacture, construction, or modification 
of any facility to produce advanced high- 
strength steel until the Inspector General 
completes and makes public the report de-
scribed in subsection (b). 

(b) The Inspector General shall— 
(1) conduct an investigation of any condi-

tional loan commitment issued by the Sec-
retary for the design, manufacture, construc-
tion, or modification of any facility to 
produce advanced high-strength steel under 
the Advanced Technology Vehicles Manufac-
turing Loan Program; and 
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